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[Upcountry
“Any time yo

n the shadows of the Blue Ridge

Mountains, this foothill area of

South Carolina dishes out a big

helping of Southern hospitality,
along with eye-popping scenery and
a multitude of museums, cultural
venues and historic sites. Located at
the northwestern tip of the state, this
six-county area is the ideal place for
outdoor recreation including hiking,
fishing, kayaking and whitewater
rafting, Here, you will find 13 state
parks and many lakes, rivers and
natural areas.

For the traveler, this four-season
destination really does have it all,
including the sights and attractions
of Anderson, Cherokee, Greenville,
Oconee, Pickens and Spartanburg
counties. Its casy to see why locals

South Carolina
u visit is the right time.”
= By Lisa Halvorsen

say, “Any time you visit is the right
time.”

The Upcountry, which is some-
times referred to as Upstate 5.C., has
a rich historical past that can be
explored through its Revolutionary
War battlefields, aristocratic planta-
tion homes, historic districts and
MUSEUMS.

Military History

It waas in the 5.C. Upcountry that
the Battle of Cowpens, a pivotal
Revolutionary War hattle, was fought
on January 17, 1781, At the Cowpens
National Battlcfield, 10 miles west of
Galfney, you can learn how the
Continental fivrces under the leader-
ship of Brigadier General Daniel
Morgan defeated the British army led

by Lieutenant Colonel Banastre
Tarleton in a rarely used military
maneuver called the double envel-
opment. This victory helped
trigget a chain of events that led to
the British defeat at Yorktown
nine months later.

Stop by the visitor center to
view Revolutionary War artifacts,
a full-scale-reproduction  British
three-pounder  “Grasshopper™
cannon, and other displays before
heading out to the battlefield.
A 38-mile, one-way auto loop
around the battlefield’s perimeter has
interpretive signage and exhibits, Tt
provides access to the historic Green
River Road (the centerline of the
hattle) and the Robert Scruggs Log
House. You can watch volunteers
demonstrate 19th-century skills such
as cooking and soap-making at the
log house, built around 1830

You can visit another important
Revolationary War battlefield at
Kings Mountain MNational Military
Park, where the first major patriot
victory occurred after the British
invasion of Charleston, in May
1780. British commander Patrick
Fergusom, better known for his
weapon (a breech-loading rifie) than
for his military campaign strategics,

died here, In the museum you will
see an original Ferguson rifle along
with other artifacts. A 1.5-mile self-
guided walking trail of the battlefield
fakes you past military monuments
and PFerguson’s pgrave. Be sure Lo
include the early | 9th-century living-
history farm at the adjoining Kings
Mountain State Park in your visit.
You can view Civil War artifacts,
including firearms, flags, uniforms,
photographs and letters at the
16th SC Volunteers Museum of
Confederate History in Greemville.
The museum also provides a look at
daily life on the home front and how
women contributed to the war effort,

Mansions and Museums

Several sites are managed by
the Spartanburg County Historical
Association, including the Price
House, near Woodrufl, which was
built for businessman Thomas Price
in 1795 as part of a 2,000-acre
plantation; and the Walnut Grove
Plantation, in Roebuck. This 1760s
manor house belanged to the Moore
family, whose daughter Kate warned
the American troops of the British
advance in the Hattle of Cowpens.

The historical association also
maintains Seay House, a small






