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Visiting Greenville’s a whole new ballgame

B Thara's a lot golng on
In and around this
revitalized small-town
charmar.

BY RUSS HEAPS
Sipspiial 10 The Mismi Farak]

GREENVILLE, 5.C. —
Greenville Is an eclectlc mix
of today and yesterday, Shoe-
less Jor Jackson called it
home; parthons of the George
Clooney movie Leatherheads
was filmed In and around
downtown and BMW biilds
crossovers and teaches per-
formance driving just outside
fis chey limits

A cross betwoen Mayberry
and Coconut Grove, down-
town Greenville bustles with
foot traflle seven days n weak.
Joggers pad by diners seated
at sidewnlk tables outside
downtown's numerous ealer-
les and bars. Parents wrangle
lnughing children who are
focused on finding the bronze
mice hidden along Main
Street. The air rings with the
clanging bell of the froe trol-
oy picking up and disgorging
PRSLEMEETE.

Maln Street's amall-town
ambience is the result of an
ongolng revitalization effort
that began 25 years ago and
transformed a stark, aban-
donad cityscapa into the
warm, knviting tree-lined bou-
levard it Is woday.

Located in what the locals
refer to as the Upainte, Groen-
ville is cloger 1o KEnoxville,
Tenn., than it Is to Chazleston
and the coast.

Roughly 70,000 people ve
within its lmits and another
300,000 in iix surrounding
métro area, s people are
friendly and geouinely happy
to have out-of-town visitors,
They smile as you pass them
on the sidewalk and will
eagerly engage you in conwer-
sathon if you have a question.

OUT AND ABOUT

Gireenville would like us to
think of i1 as an ideal weekend
petaway.

Indeed, most visitors could
casily Al two with sight-
soeing and activithes without
ever traveling more than a
few blocks from ape of the
downtown hotels

Those with wanderjust,
however, can strike oul in the
morning (o visli the Bllimore
Estaie in Asheville, MN.C.,
Carowinds fun park (rides,
shows, water park) in Char-
lotte, N.C. or Chateau Elan
Winery in Braselton, Ga., nnd
be back to savor the Mew
South culsine st Soby's on
Maln Street that evening.

But for those of us who are
contenl with strolling tree-
Iined Maln Steset, Browsing In
the Mast General Store or one
of the many other shops and
boutiques, or taking in one of
the museums st Herltage
Green, driving ksn't required
to enfoy a Greenville weok-

RART 04 PRIRCHT

PARK LIFE: There's not a bad seat in the park at West End Field, above. Below, the
Liberty Bridge spans Falls Park, where the Ready River bisects Main Straet.

end. Leave the rental car
parked and take a walk,

BUY ME SOME PEAMUTS
AMD CRACKER JACK

I'm niol a big fan of base-
ball, but f5n or not, warching
the minor league Greenville
Drive at Fluor Field 13 an
experience that is fun and
enterialning beyond the gume
itnell

The Drive is affillated with
the Boston Red Sox, and the
stadium is & mini replica of
Fenway Park thal by remark-
ably true to it namesake.
Flior Field, at Greeaville's
West End, opened in 2006
and wis named Ballpark of
the Year by Ballparks.com.
With no seal more than 11
rows from the fleld, my Del-
ray Beach friends and [ were
close to the action. The most

experilve general-admision
seal |f the house (s S8 The
Drive's sadson Is from mide
April to mid-September,
Betiore golng into the ball-
park we had sandwiches at
the Liberty Tap Room next
doar. The cost of the entire
ovening Including dinner
before, tlekeis to the game
and refreshments during the
totaled less than $100
the three of us

ROLLIN' ON THE RIVER

Falls Park is locited where
the Reedy River bisects Maln
Surwel ot Camperdown Way.
Large expanses of grass are
crisscrossed with “garden
rocms” and natire trails from
which the river is easily
accessible. The park. as well
as the 60-foot Heddy River
Fallg, in best viewad from the

355-fioot Liberty Bridge, a con-
crele suspension bridge. The
park, once the site of textile
mills, today hosts theator fos-
tivals and bheycllng evente

We followed one of the
walking trails a mile or so o
the most-visited family facil-
ity in tha Upstate, the Groon-
ville Zoo. Located in the city's
Cleveland Park ares, It is
home to elephants, orang-
utans, giraifes, llons and all
thie other wild kingdom lfavor-
tes,

I would never squander
time on & weekend trip wan-
dering around Inside muse-
uma, but even picturesque
Greenville experlences some
ralny days, from which
Greenvile's mussums offer
refigge. Most are concentrated
at Heritage Green, & two-
block walk from Main Street.

Geeanville " County
Museum of Art; Bob Jones
University Musoum and Gal-
lery, Upcouniry History
Museuns, and the new Lmag-
ine Nation Children's
Museum are’all adjacent to
one another as well as to the
Greenville County Public

Library.
Hear Fluor Field Iy the

ftory for mnmnrlb']ll.l

Jackson's eareer and hu-uhnu
in general, the bullding was
Jackson's Greenville home. It
is oo coincidence that the
musewrm's sddress, 356 Fleld
5i., reflects Joe's lifetime bat-
ting aversge — the third high-
el in bassball's history.

D the summer, the
Reedy River Nighttime Con-
cort Series brings a variety of
conoerts to the Pesce Center
Amphitheater on Wednesday
nights. The performances are
free.

April through Septembor,
Friday nights feature County
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Groenyille Convention
and Vistors Bursau, 61 South Makn 5t BO0-351-T100;
www.gremnvillecvi com.
'ﬁfﬁlﬂ TOSTAY

it Regency Greenville, 220 M. Main 51

H# SR5-TE 54, wwiw.grienville hyatLoom. This 328-
rodm hotel (s conveniant to all downtown attractions
angd vanty, It is Tull service and ity downiown-vigw
;\:I?;-ls offer & spectacular look at the city, Rooma from

= The Waitln Polnsett Greenville, 1205 Main 5t
B4 -4 2197 00; www.starwoodhotels comy waitin,
Builit in 1925, this 200-room full-tervice hotel had a $20
rmillion restoration in 2000 and is Greenviles only AAM
Fmrrn hotsl Rooms from $168

o Hampton inn & Sulles, 171 RivdeMace; A04-271-

A700; www hamploninnandsultesgreenville.com
l.omwmm-bmdm- (2 River, it faatures 115
wwuﬂtﬂ Rooma from S840, ncluding break-

* Haollday inn Imunrlmll Sultes, 407 N, Main
ll.. H-l-ﬂ'mm W hinxpress Emﬂ.’qmc-nw'llu
Troams and suitat, 1t 4 within

own Core, Raomi from
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South Culsine, 207 1
z!nmmbnm II;?I nﬁﬂ’fyi’n all.

l- nn 'ﬂn Water, | Augusta 51, B64-012-
QOO www com; Speciaiizing in smaked
migal dishas - Drima rib, pulled pork and balyy back
ﬂlﬂ. Entrees $16-$26.

* Paddier Bteak House, 7000 Poinsgtt Heoy; B4
235-T192. Parfectly grilled aged beel and n walad bat Lo
Iring boars Lo your eyes = two reaon Lo vanture
out of downtown, Entraes $16-

m?:mthmn 1., BG4 ;.H"?“mnw
W

uifidgebrawing eom. Good old American coir
fort food and small-batch beers. Entreas $15-519

WHAT TO DO
# Falls Park on the Reedy, South Main Street and

Camperdown VW
» Greenville 150 Clavaland Park Dr . B64-467-
4300, www grasnyillaros com. Open year-round. §6

adults, $3 childram 15 and L free 'S anvl uncher,
s Grasnville Drive Baseball, 045 South Main 5t
BE4-240-4500, wwwi_graany lledrive.com.
Mussum,

® Shosless Joe 156 Field 5t
m‘m-am Wt ahoe e skos ack Lo o
‘o Haeritage Green. 450 College 51 www heritage

m,ﬂnm Thtuliﬂumllmwm
. Univaraity, 3300 Polrsett Hwy | BB
» Chimnoy “wmﬂwm‘?ﬂ Highway 54/74-A;
YWY

BJB B25- 0611 www . chimnayrockpark.com. Breathiak:
na uum 60 miles north aff downtown

* 'Wast End Historic District. on Main Stroet
I:-ll:wnrl Camperdown Way and Markiey Street, hrs a
concentration of eclectic shops and aatories,

mﬂ“m
wmﬂmumt- o
m-ﬁll.. 22:2%, Ore

raacormw ek end
of tha l.nynt Frot alr Balkoon test) Souiheast.
&« Graater Graanville Scottish |.

F-ﬂhml Furman Univarsity, www greonyilegamas
g, June §-6.

& SL Francis Fall for Gresnville = A Taste of Our
Town, downlown, swww. malnstavents. com: Oct. B-1
Street featival featuring local entértainment and food
Froum local restawrants

Park, Simp-

Bank Main Streel Jazz. Main and the hotel's plaga ¢
Streat in front of the Hyatt

hosts the best in jazs, ba

Regency is closed to tralfic. and blues musical groups



